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College of Architecture, Planning, and Public
Affairs
College Overview

VISION
CAPPA engages the creative and scholarly disciplines through its commitment to providing an outstanding research-driven education.

MISSION AND PHILOSOPHY
Together, our dynamic group of faculty and dedicated staff inspires, motivates, and educates students to pursue excellence in academic scholarship,
design practice, creative thinking, and critical reflection. CAPPA provides a comprehensive, collaborative, relevant, and forward-thinking learning
experience grounded in the rich traditions of the professional disciplines situated in the college. Located in the heart of DFW, CAPPA is a testing ground
for the design and development of healthy, inclusive, environmentally and ecologically responsive communities.

A NEW ERA BEGINS
In 2015, the University of Texas at Arlington’s School of Architecture and School of Urban and Public Affairs combined to form the College of
Architecture, Planning, and Public Affairs (CAPPA). The integration of the two schools strengthened the academic, research, and outreach opportunities
available for students and faculty at UTA.

CAPPA offers degrees in architecture, landscape architecture, interior design, sustainable urban design, urban planning, public administration, and
public policy. The college also hosts the David Dillon Center for Texas Architecture (https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/cappa/research/
ddc/), the Center for Metropolitan Density (https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/cappa/research/cfmd/), the Center for Transportation Equity
Decisions, and Dollars (CTEDD) (https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/cappa/research/c-tedd/), and the Institute of Urban Studies (http://
www.uta.edu/ius/), and partners with the City of Arlington on the Arlington Urban Design Center (https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/
cappa/research/audc/) located at City Hall.

ACCREDITATIONS
CAPPA offers the Master of Architecture (https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/cappa/academics/architecture/m-architecture/) and
the Master of Landscape Architecture (https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/cappa/academics/landscape-architecture/m-landscape/) as first
professional degrees in the respective programs. The former is accredited by the National Architecture Accrediting Board (NAAB) and the latter by the
Landscape Architecture Accrediting Board (LAAB). The Bachelor of Science in Interior Design (https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/cappa/
academics/architecture/bs-interior-design/) is accredited by the Council for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) and the National Association of Schools
of Art and Design (NASAD). The Master of Public Administration (https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/cappa/academics/public-affairs-
planning/m-public-administration/) degree is accredited by the National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration (NASPAA), and the M
(https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/cappa/academics/public-affairs-planning/m-city-regional-planning/)aster of City and Regional Planning
(https://www.uta.edu/academics/schools-colleges/cappa/academics/public-affairs-planning/m-city-regional-planning/) is accredited by the Planning
Accreditation Board (PAB).

CAPPA Graduate Policies
The College of Architecture, Planning and Public Affairs (CAPPA) at The University of Texas at Arlington maintains specific academic standards for
all graduate students to support academic excellence and timely degree completion. Students must meet the following requirements in addition to
university-wide graduate school policies.

ACADEMIC STANDING (ALL PROGRAMS)
• Minimum GPA: A cumulative GPA of 3.0 is required for good academic standing and graduation.

• Probation & Dismissal: Students whose GPA falls below 3.0 will be placed on academic probation. Continued probation may lead to dismissal as
per Graduate School policy.

• Time Limits: Master's students must complete all degree requirements within 6 years; doctoral students within 10 years.

• Incomplete Grades: Must be resolved within one academic year or they will convert to an 'F'.

COLLEGE POLICIES
• Capstone or Thesis Requirement: All master's students must complete either a capstone project or a thesis, depending on the program.

• Research Tools Requirement: PhD students must meet the research skills requirement as outlined in their program’s handbook.
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SATISFACTORY PROGRESS
Advisors are responsible for evaluating the students in their programs to ensure that they are making satisfactory progress toward the degree. If the
Advisor finds that a student is not making satisfactory progress, it may be recommended to the CAPPA Director of Student Success and Advising that
the student be dismissed from the program. To be qualified as making “satisfactory progress” toward their degree, students must maintain continuous
enrollment in courses applicable to the degree through graduation. Exceptions require the approval of the student’s advisor and the CAPPA Director of
Student Success and Advising. Students who are deemed not to be making satisfactory progress toward degree completion are subject to dismissal by
the department.

STUDENT PROJECTS
The College of Architecture, Planning and Public Affairs reserves the right to retain, copyright, use, exhibit, reproduce, and publish any work submitted
for course credit. The student is encouraged to develop a portfolio of all work accomplished in advanced courses for future professional and academic
uses.

POLICY FOR CLASSROOM + STUDIO NON-REGISTERED ATTENDEES
The following policy applies to scheduled courses and academic activities in the Master of Architecture and Master of Landscape Architecture graduate
programs, as well as the undergraduate programs in Architecture, Interior Design,  Sustainable Urban Design. The policy is effective January 1, 2024
and complies with University of Texas at Arlington EI-PO-11 (https://policy.uta.edu/doctract/documentportal/08DBFB5B2F2385C1E7FA9336A7971113/),
the  Texas  Education Code Section 51.982 (https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/education-code/title-3-higher-education/subtitle-a-higher-
education-in-general/chapter-51-provisions-generally-applicable-to-higher-education/subchapter-z-miscellaneous-provisions/section-51982-protections-
for-pregnant-and-parenting-students/), and  Title  IX  (https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/tix_dis.html) of  the Education Amendments of
1972.

Only assigned instructors, enrolled students, invited guests and other individuals who have received the instructors’ permission in advance are permitted
in scheduled classes within CAPPA buildings.  Unenrolled students, dependent minors of enrolled students or guests without instructors’ permission
are not permitted within the assigned classroom during any scheduled class.  Other faculty engaged in peer review or other sanctioned academic
responsibilities may attend as warranted and with consent of the instructor for the course or program director.

On occasion, due to extenuating circumstances, it is understood that an enrolled student who is a parent may have no other childcare choice than to
have their child brought to the learning environment.  In these circumstances, suspension of the above policy may be permitted by the instructor on a
limited basis, to be designated by the instructor. Prohibited Minors: Persons under the age of ten (10) are not permitted in any laboratory (studio).

INDEPENDENT STUDY POLICY (5191, 5391, 5395, 5591, 5691)
For students interested in completing Independent Study, independent studies are limited to no more than six (6) total hours during their graduate
degree pursuit with the program. No more than one independent study is allowed in one semester. All Independent Studies must adhere to the following
process:

1. The student must have a minimum 3.0 GPA both overall at UTA and within the major.

2. The Independent Study subject/purpose must not be covered in the regular curriculum.

3. The student will develop and write an independent study proposal and find a sponsoring faculty member to supervise the independent study.

4. The faculty member, if agreeable to supervise the independent study, must complete a submit a CAPPA Independent Study form with a detailed
outline on what the independent study will cover, why it is needed, and how many credits are requested.

5. The faculty member will submit the completed/signed form to the CAPPA undergraduate advising office at arch.advising@uta.edu.

6. The Independent Study request is subject to administrative approval.

Any independent study from programs outside of the student's current major is still subject to the Independent Study Policy above for consideration of
application to the degree plan.

CAPPA Undergraduate Policies
PROGRAMS COHORT
The undergraduate programs in the College of Architecture, Planning and Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Arlington are organized in a
structured cohort format.

What Is a Cohort?
A cohort is a group of students that follows the same set schedule and progresses through a program together.  The sequential scheduling of the
courses promotes an interactive learning environment and facilitates networking opportunities and career-strengthening relationships.

https://policy.uta.edu/doctract/documentportal/08DBFB5B2F2385C1E7FA9336A7971113/
https://policy.uta.edu/doctract/documentportal/08DBFB5B2F2385C1E7FA9336A7971113/
https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/education-code/title-3-higher-education/subtitle-a-higher-education-in-general/chapter-51-provisions-generally-applicable-to-higher-education/subchapter-z-miscellaneous-provisions/section-51982-protections-for-pregnant-and-parenting-students/
https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/education-code/title-3-higher-education/subtitle-a-higher-education-in-general/chapter-51-provisions-generally-applicable-to-higher-education/subchapter-z-miscellaneous-provisions/section-51982-protections-for-pregnant-and-parenting-students/
https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/education-code/title-3-higher-education/subtitle-a-higher-education-in-general/chapter-51-provisions-generally-applicable-to-higher-education/subchapter-z-miscellaneous-provisions/section-51982-protections-for-pregnant-and-parenting-students/
https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/education-code/title-3-higher-education/subtitle-a-higher-education-in-general/chapter-51-provisions-generally-applicable-to-higher-education/subchapter-z-miscellaneous-provisions/section-51982-protections-for-pregnant-and-parenting-students/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/tix_dis.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/tix_dis.html


College of Architecture, Planning, and Public Affairs 3

How Does It Work?
The program consists of a sequence of courses that takes a minimum of eight semesters to complete. The courses are offered in specific semesters
(Fall and Spring) that require the students to complete the prior level before proceeding to the next level. If a student gets off-track in the cohort, she/he
must wait until the missing course(s) are offered again.

GRADES
Upon admission to a major, all declared majors must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.8 both within the major and in the cumulative GPA to continue in
the upper level program to satisfy requirements for graduation. Grades of P are not acceptable for classes in which a grade of C or higher is required.
Courses in which a grade of "C" or better was earned cannot be repeated for credit.

REPETITION OF COURSES
Two attempts to achieve a satisfactory grade are permitted for each required UDES course. Beyond that number of attempts, the student is denied
access to the course in question, or to the sequence of courses for which it is requisite. Enrollment in the course for the time sufficient to receive a
grade, including the grade W, is considered an attempt.

SATISFACTORY PROGRESS
Advisors are responsible for evaluating the students in their programs to ensure that they are making satisfactory progress toward the degree. If the
Advisor finds that a student is not making satisfactory progress, it may recommended to the CAPPA Director of Student Success  and Advising that
the student be dismissed from the program. To be qualified as making “satisfactory progress” toward their degree, students must maintain continuous
enrollment in courses applicable to the degree through graduation. Exceptions require the approval of the student’s advisor and the CAPPA Director of
Student Success and Advising. Students who are deemed as not making satisfactory progress toward degree completion are subject to dismissal by the
department.

FACILITATED ADMISSION FOR UTA UNDERGRADUATES
• Students pursuing the Bachelor of Science in Architecture at UTA may be eligible for Facilitated Admission into the Master of Architecture

program.

• Students pursuing the Bachelor of Science in Sustainable Urban Design at UTA may be eligible for Facilitated Admission into the Master of
Landscape Architecture program.

TRANSFER OF CREDIT
The extent of credit toward degree requirements for academic work done elsewhere will be determined by the representatives of the appropriate
program. Students applying to transfer credits from studio courses taken elsewhere must present examples of that work for evaluation.

FRESHMAN STUDENTS
Students entering directly from high school or with fewer than 24 hours of transferable credit are advised initially by the Division of Student Success
(DSS). To transition to departmental advising within the College of Architecture, Planning and Public Affairs, students must meet the following
benchmarks by the end of their first two long semesters (fall and spring) at UTA:

1. Earn a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA

2. Earn a minimum 2.0 major GPA

3. Complete at least 30 credit hours

4. Complete a CAPPA transition request form during the CAPPA transition window 

Students who do not meet transition criteria after two semesters are strongly encouraged to consult with an advisor and Major Exploration to explore
alternative majors that may better align with their academic progress. Students who do not meet transition requirements after three semesters must
choose a major outside the College of Architecture, Planning and Public Affairs.

STUDENT PROJECTS
The College of Architecture, Planning and Public Affairs reserves the right to retain, copyright, use, exhibit, reproduce, and publish any work submitted
for course credit. The student is encouraged to develop a portfolio of all work accomplished in advanced courses for future professional and academic
uses.

POLICY FOR CLASSROOM + STUDIO NON-REGISTERED ATTENDEES
The following policy applies to scheduled courses and academic activities in the Master of Architecture and Master of Landscape
Architecture graduate programs, as well as the undergraduate programs in Architecture, Interior Design,  Sustainable Urban Design.
The policy is effective January 1, 2024 and complies with University of Texas at  Arlington EI-PO-11 (https://policy.uta.edu/doctract/
documentportal/08DBFB5B2F2385C1E7FA9336A7971113/), the  Texas  Education Code Section 51.982 (https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/
education-code/title-3-higher-education/subtitle-a-higher-education-in-general/chapter-51-provisions-generally-applicable-to-higher-education/
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subchapter-z-miscellaneous-provisions/section-51982-protections-for-pregnant-and-parenting-students/), and  Title  IX  (https://www2.ed.gov/about/
offices/list/ocr/docs/tix_dis.html) of  the Education Amendments of 1972.

Only assigned instructors, enrolled students, invited guests and other individuals who have received the instructors’ permission in advance are permitted
in scheduled classes within CAPPA buildings.  Unenrolled students, dependent minors of enrolled students or guests without instructors’ permission
are not permitted within the assigned classroom during any scheduled class.  Other faculty engaged in peer review or other sanctioned academic
responsibilities may attend as warranted and with consent of the instructor for the course or program director.

On occasion, due to extenuating circumstances, it is understood that an enrolled student who is a parent may have no other childcare choice than to
have their child brought to the learning environment.  In these circumstances, suspension of the above policy may be permitted by the instructor on a
limited basis, to be designated by the instructor. Prohibited Minors: Persons under the age of ten (10) are not permitted in any laboratory (studio).

INDEPENDENT STUDY POLICY (4191, 4391, 4591)
For students interested in completing Independent Study, independent studies are limited to no more than six (6) total hours during their undergraduate
degree pursuit with the program. No more than three (3) credit hours of independent study is allowed in one semester. All Independent Studies must
adhere to the following process:

1. The student must have minimum 3.0 GPAs both overall at UTA and within the major.

2. The Independent Study subject/purpose must not be covered in the regular curriculum.

3. The student will develop and write an independent study proposal and find a sponsoring faculty member to supervise the independent study.

4. The faculty member, if agreeable to supervise the independent study, must complete a submit a CAPPA Independent Study form with a detailed
outline on what the independent study will cover, why it is needed, and how many credits are requested.

5. The faculty member will submit the completed/signed form to the CAPPA undergraduate advising office at arch.advising@uta.edu.

6. The Independent Study request is subject to administrative approval.

Any independent study from programs outside of the student's current major are still subject to the Independent Study Policy above for consideration of
application to the degree plan.

Contact Information
Phone: (817) 272-2801 
Text: (855) 202-6815 
General Email: cappa@uta.edu

Address: 
College of Architecture, Planning and Public Affairs 
601 W. Nedderman Drive 
Suite 203 
Arlington, TX 76019-0108
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